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The Queen and Faith

Queen Elizabeth II has the formal role of 'Defender of the
Faith and Supreme Governor of the Church of England',
but it is her personal faith which has o�en guided and
sustained her.

Before she was crowned in her first Christmas broadcast in
1952 she asked her people to pray for her in her work and
voca�on:

“Pray for me … that God may give me wisdom
and strength to carry out the solemn promises
I shall be making, and that I may faithfully
serve Him and you, all the days of my life.”

Her father, King George VI, had died on 6 February 1952.
Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh were in
Kenya as she acceded to the throne.
She was crowned Queen 18 months
later at Westminster Abbey.

Her Christmas broadcasts to the
Commonwealth are among the few
speeches the Queen writes herself.
Alongside her official role as head of
the Church of England, the Queen
o�en talks about her own faith in
Jesus Christ. As she said in her Christmas broadcast in
December 2000: “For me the teachings of Christ and my
own personal accountability before God provide a
framework in which I try to lead my life”.

The symbols of Corona�on

The Queen was crowned in a church service which was
created in AD 973 and includes prayers and a service of
Holy Communion. The orb, sceptre, ring, and crown used
in the ceremony each include a cross to symbolise the rule
of Jesus Christ over the world.

The Queen was also presented with a Bible by the
Moderator of the Church of Scotland with the following
words:

Our gracious Queen:
to keep your Majesty ever mindful of the law and
the Gospel of God
as the Rule for the whole life and government of
Chris�an Princes,
we present you with this Book,
the most valuable thing that this world affords.

Here is Wisdom;
This is the royal Law;
These are the lively Oracles of God.

Even though the crown jewels are set with many of
the world’s most valuable gems, a Bible is presented
during the corona�on and described as ‘the most
valuable thing that this world affords’.

The most sacred moment at the heart of the service is the
anoin�ng, when the symbols of royal status are removed.
The Queen, si�ng under a canopy to hide the special

“I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long
or short shall be devoted to your service... But I shall not have
strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you join in it
with me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your support
will be unfailingly given. God help me to make good my vow,
and God bless all of you who are willing to share in it.”
Princess Elizabeth, 21 April 1947
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moment from the cameras, was dressed in a simple white
dress with no jewels or crown. As the Archbishop anointed
her with oil, the prayers said over her invited God’s Holy
Spirit to set her apart as God’s servant. Chris�ans believe
that God’s anoin�ng fills his people with his love and
empowers them to follow him.

The Theme of Service

The theme of service runs throughout the corona�on and
has been the founda�on of the Queen’s reign; she has
been inspired by the sacrificial life of Jesus Christ, who said
of himself: he “did not come to be served, but to serve”.

“For me the teachings of Christ and my own
personal accountability before God provide a
framework in which I try to lead my life.”

In 2008 the Queen said:

“I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the example
of Jesus of Nazareth who, o�en in circumstances of great
adversity, managed to live an outgoing, unselfish and
sacrificial life … He makes it clear that genuine human
happiness and sa�sfac�on lie more in giving than
receiving; more in serving than in being served.”

The Bible story to which the Queen refers most o�en
emphasises this theme of service. In four of her Christmas
broadcasts she has talked about the parable Jesus told of a
‘Good Samaritan’. In 1985 she said the story “reminds us
of our duty to our neighbour. We should try to follow
Christ's clear instruc�on at the end of that story: ‘Go and
do thou likewise’.”

In 1989 her reference to the story reflects the influence of
her husband, the Duke of Edinburgh, who shared her
prac�cal Chris�an faith and sense of duty. She said, “Many
of you will have heard the story of the Good Samaritan,
and of how Christ answered the ques�on ‘who is my
neighbour?’.

“Jesus told of the traveller who was mugged and le�
injured on the roadside where several important people
saw him, and passed by without stopping to help. His
neighbour was the man who did stop, cared for him, and
made sure he was being well looked a�er before he
resumed his own journey.

“It's not very difficult to apply that story to our own �mes

and to work out that our neighbours are those of our
friends, or complete strangers, who need a helping hand.
Do you think they might also be some of the living species
threatened by spoiled rivers, or some of the children in
places like Ethiopia and Sudan who don't have enough to
eat? … it would be splendid to think that in the last years of
the twen�eth century Christ's message about loving our
neighbours as ourselves might at last be heeded.”

In 2004 she returned again to the same parable and, most
recently, in her 2020 broadcast on Christmas Eve from
Windsor Castle, where she had been isola�ng with Prince
Philip due to the Covid-19 pandemic, she said:

“We con�nue to be inspired by the kindness of strangers
and draw comfort that - even on the darkest nights - there
is hope in the new dawn. Jesus touched on this with the
parable of the Good Samaritan. The man who is robbed
and le� at the roadside is saved by someone who did not
share his religion or culture. This wonderful story of
kindness is s�ll as relevant today. Good Samaritans have
emerged across society showing care and respect for all,
regardless of gender, race or background, reminding us
that each one of us is special and equal in the eyes of
God.”

As well as talking about her faith and a�ending church
services in an official capacity, the Queen worships
privately each Sunday and relies on the prayers of her
people. In 1992, in a speech to mark the 40th anniversary
of her accession, she thanked all those who had prayed for
her and said that those prayers “sustained me through all
these years”.

Peace and Reconcilia�on

Her personal faith also prompts her to work for peace and
reconcilia�on interna�onally and in her own family. In
2011 she said, “Forgiveness lies at the heart of the
Chris�an faith. It can heal broken families, it can restore
friendships and it can reconcile divided communi�es. It is
in forgiveness that we feel the power of God’s love”.

Although Prince Philip’s uncle, Earl Mountba�en, had
been assassinated by the IRA, the Queen shook hands with
Sinn Fein's Mar�n McGuinness in a gesture seen as a vital
step in securing reconcilia�on between na�onalists and
unionists in the troubled Northern Ireland.
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The Servant Queen

In 2012 she concluded her Christmas broadcast by praying
for her people and invi�ng a prac�cal, servant-hearted
response to Jesus Christ’s message of love:

“This is the �me of year when we remember that God sent
his only son ‘to serve, not to be served’. He restored love
and service to the centre of our lives in the person of Jesus
Christ. It is my prayer this Christmas Day that his example
and teaching will con�nue to bring people together to give
the best of themselves in the service of others. The carol,
‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ ends by asking a ques�on of all of
us who know the Christmas story, of how God gave himself
to us in humble service.

“What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part…
The carol gives the answer, 'Yet what I can I give him – give
my heart'.”

Royalty in Beverley

Beverley has had a rela�onship with royalty since 934AD
when King Athelstan came to pray at the tomb of Bishop
John for victory in ba�le. Believing that carrying Bishop
John’s flag ensured his success at the Ba�le of Brunanburh
in AD937 King Athelstan bestowed generous wealth and
privileges on Beverley Minster.

A�er Bishop John was canonised in 1037, subsequent
kings were even more convinced that carrying the flag of
St John would ensure their success in ba�le. Eventually
they made St John one of the patron saints of the Royal
Family alongside St George.

During the medieval period almost every monarch visited
Beverley to pay homage to St John:

• King John (1199-1216) in 1201
• King Edward I (1272-1307) in 1299, 1300 and 1306
• King Edward II (1307-1327) in 1310, 1314, 1316 and

1319
• King Edward III (1327-1377) in 1335
• King Henry IV (1399-1413) in 1399, 1405 and 1413
• King Henry V (1413-1422) in 1421
• King Henry VI (1422-1461) in 1448
• King Edward IV (1461-1483) in 1474

A�er Henry VIII’s reforma�on the tradi�on died out and
visits became much less frequent but have s�ll con�nued:

• King Charles I (1625-1649) in 1640 and 1642
• Prince of Wales (later King George IV) in 1795
• King Edward VII (1901-1910) in 1905
• Queen Mary (Queen Mother) in 1934
• Princess Elizabeth in 1950
• Queen Elizabeth (Queen Mother) in 1960
• Prince Philip in 1975
• Princess Anne in 1974 and 1979
• Princess Diana in 1988
• Queen Elizabeth (1952- ) in 1977 and 2002

In return, Beverley has always known how to celebrate its
rela�onship with royalty. There follows here, a selec�on of
photographs of royal visits, jubilee and corona�on
celebra�ons in Beverley (photos courtesy of East Riding
Museums Service unless otherwise credited).

Crowds wait on
Hengate for
King Edward
VII to pass by
on 26 October

1905.

Huge crowds in Saturday Market to celebrate the
Corona�on of King George V in 1911.

Statue placed in a
niche on the
Minster, and North
Bar lit up for
Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee
in 1897.
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Outside Beverley
Minster celebra�ng
the Silver Jubilee of
King George V in
1935.

Party in Hind’s Yard for the Corona�on of
Queen Elizabeth II in 1953.

An unscheduled visit
by Queen Elizabeth
the Queen Mother
to Beverley Minster
in 1960.

Prince Philip
outside County
Hall in 1975.

Princess Anne at St Mary’s
Church in 1974, during

celebra�ons of 400 years
since the gran�ng of

Beverley’s Royal Charter.

Princess Anne opening the new
Caroline Walker almshouses on
Walkergate in 1979.

Princess Diana
opening the new
maternity wing at

Westwood
Hospital in 1988.

Jubilee celebra�ons for Queen Elizabeth II:

Silver jubilee visit and street par�es in 1977
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5. How old was the Queen’s father King George VI when
he passed away: 56, 66, or 76?

6. What was the name of the royal yacht that was in
service from 1954 un�l 1997?

7. Up to and including Boris Johnson, how many UK
Prime Ministers have served the Queen?

8. What rela�on to the Queen was Queen Victoria?

9. What �tle is given to the highest-ranking official of the
Royal Household?

10. How many grandchildren does the Queen have?

11. What year was Prince Charles born?

12. What two word expression was famously used by the
Queen to describe 1992?

13. In which year did the Queen and Prince Philip
celebrate their Pla�numWedding Anniversary?

14. What is the Queen’s zodiac sign?

15. What is the name given to the money the Queen
distributes the day before Good Friday?

16. In 1986 the Queen became the first Bri�sh Monarch to
visit which country?

17. What was formally opened by Queen Elizabeth II on 20
October 1973?

18. The annual ceremony of Trooping the Colour is held on
which large parade ground?

19. In 2009 Queen Elizabeth II first a�ended which annual
ceremony in which mute swans on the River Thames
are caught, ringed and then released?

20. Which country has the Queen visited more than any
other country?

Golden jubilee visit in 2002

Platinum jubilee quiz
(Quiz courtesy of freepubquiz.co.uk)

1. How old was Elizabeth when she was crowned Queen
on 2 June 1953?

2. The corona�on of Elizabeth II took place in which
building?

3. At the exact moment of her father’s death in which
country was the then Princess Elizabeth staying?

4. Which jubilee did Elizabeth II celebrate on 6 February
2017? Quizanswers(don’tcheat!)

1.25
2.WestminsterAbbey
3.Kenya
4.SapphireJubilee
5.56
6.Britannia
7.14
8.Great-greatgrandmother
9.TheLordChamberlain
10.8
11.1948
12.Annushorribilis
13.2017
14.Taurus(born21April)
15.MaundyMoney
16.China
17.TheSydneyOperaHouse
18.HorseGuardsParade
19.SwanUpping
20.Canada
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This very special celebra�on has produced a wealth of free
fun resources for everyone to enjoy. Here is a selec�on we
have compiled for you. Enjoy!

Fun resources

Platinum JubileeMaze

s t a r t

Canyoufindyour waytoBuckinghamPalacethrough themaze?
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With their sweetflavourandfloral aroma,peaches
aredeliciousjust astheyare, but grilling themadds
to their intensity. Thecrunchofamaretti biscuits
andthe smoothnessofvanilla creamprovide lovely
contraststo the lusciousfruit.

Serves4

GREGGS’SGRILLEDPEACHES
WITHWHIPPEDCREAM

● 200g (7oz) mascarponecream cheese
● 2 teaspoonsvanilla paste
● 4 large ripe but firm peaches,halvedand

stones removed

● 2 tablespoonsmelted butter
● 8 amaretto biscuits, crushed

Ingredients

Put the mascarponeandvanilla paste
into abowl andmix until smooth. Place
in the refrigerator.

Placeagriddle panover ahigh heat.
Meanwhile,brushthe cut side of the
peacheswith the melted butter.

When the pan ishot, place the peaches
on it, cut-side down,andgriddle for 3
minutes. Theyareready when the flesh
is golden brown andchargrilled lines
haveformed.

Transfer the peachesto aservingplate.
Placeaspoonful of the chilled creamin
the middle of eachhalf. Sprinklewith
the amaretti andservestraight away.

Photo bySteveUllathorne
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Thursday 2nd June

Special service in church to open the Pla�num Jubilee
Celebra�ons star�ng at 9pm (finishing with beacon
ligh�ng in Corona�on Garden at 9.45pm)

Friday 3rd June

Vintage Games will be located in Corona�on Gardens all
day

Church opens at 12.30pm

12.30pm Blessing and COVID Remembrance in
Corona�on Gardens (with Revd Becky Lumley)

Outdoor children ac�vi�es in the church grounds from
1pm

Refreshments in church from 1pm-4.30pm

Priest Room tours are available in church from 1pm-4pm

1pm Bell Tower Tour

1pm "Stories in the Ceiling" Talk in the Choir Vestry
(plus children's ac�vi�es)

1.30pm Performance by Delanoy Dancers

2pm Bell Tower Tour

2pm "Stories in the Ceiling" Talk in the Choir Vestry
(plus children's ac�vi�es)

2.30pm Performance snippets from 'Beverley Betrayal'
play

3pm Bell Tower Tour

3pm "Stories in the Ceiling" Talk in the Choir Vestry
(plus children's ac�vi�es)

4pm "Stories in the Ceiling" Talk in the Choir Vestry
(plus children's ac�vi�es)

4.30pm Performance snippets from 'Beverley Betrayal'
play

St Mary’s Church, North Bar Within, Beverley, HU17 8DL. Tel: 01482 869137

Wewant to hear from you
This newsletter is by you and for you. If you would like to
contribute informa�on or an ar�cle for future issues please
contact us using the email:

stmarysbevnews@gmail.com

Note that issues are produced ‘as and when’. If your ar�cle needs
to appear by a par�cular date please specify this in your email.

If you would like to join the mailing list and receive
future copies of the Pilgrim Rabbit, please email:

ThePilgrimRabbit@stmarysbeverley.org

and request specifically to be added to the Pilgrim
Rabbit mailings.

St Mary’s celebrates the Jubilee

St Mary’s Church pays homage to royalty with its
spectacular ceiling of kings.


